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The cultural, social and economic aspects of Yaqut al-Hamawi
(626 AH) through his book Dictionary of Countries (Part One)

Asst. Dr. Nasser Hussein Kadhim Al-Quraishi
College Imam Al-Kadhim (peace be upon him)

Abstract

Yaqut al-Hamawi is considered one of the figures of Arab-Islamic
history because of the books he wrote that attracted the attention of
historians and researchers, past and present. There were many studies that
focused on his life, his upbringing, his morals, his qualities, the elements
of his personality, his era, his sheikhs, and his writings. Most of these
studies described Yaqut as a writer and geographer, and neglected to
describe him as a historian, which aroused our interest and influence.
Providing a study in this regard through a comparison between his
approach in his most prominent and famous books, which are the two
dictionaries of writers and countries. Their importance comes from the
political, economic, social, cultural and literary information they contain,
as well as the historical material due to his reliance in writing on
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historical sources, although the dictionary of countries is one of the
dictionaries. Geography, but it includes historical information, and is
considered a link between the sciences of history and geography. In our
study, we will look at the social, cultural, and economic aspects that Al-
Hamawi addressed in his Dictionary of Countries.

The importance of the research is highlighted by the important aspects of
life that Yaqut Al-Hamawi covered, including details about the social,
cultural and economic reality, which have always been subject to lack of
attention in terms of historical study and the lack of studies in this field,
and also to shed light on those aspects of ancient history, as the
information provided by Al-Hamawi in... The writing of the Dictionary of
Countries, Part One, is of historical importance, and some of it is still in
existence at the present time, so this study was presented to demonstrate
that importance.

One of the reasons for choosing the topic, as we mentioned in the
importance of research, is that such topics lack sufficient studies that
delve into knowledge of the historical details of most historical writings.
Therefore, because the book Dictionary of Countries is considered the
historical geographical dictionary of most historical studies, it was chosen
and placed under the researcher’s observatory in order to arrive at details
of the book’s methodology and what it dealt with. Yaqut al-Hamawi,
from economic, social, and intellectual details in the Dictionary of
Countries, Part One. Study plan: The study was divided into an
introduction and three sections. The first section dealt with an overview
of the life of the writer Yaqut al-Hamawi. The second section dealt with
the economic aspect in the book Dictionary of Countries, Part One. The
third section dealt with the social, cultural, and intellectual aspects in
Dictionary of Countries, Part One, then the conclusion and a list of
sources. And references.

The researcher reached the most important conclusions, which are: Abu
Abdullah, Yaqut bin Abdullah Shihab al-Din al-Baghdadi al-Hamawi al-
Rumi, a geographer and historian of Roman or Greek origin, who was
born in an unknown place around the year 1179 AD, and died in Aleppo
in Syria in the year 1228 AD. He was bought by a merchant called
“Askar.” From Hama, when he was still a child, he was not fluent in his
native language, so much so that it was difficult to determine its origin.
Then his master taught him Islamic etiquette and jurisprudence. He
wanted him to become a writer and accountant for him in his trade, and
he would accompany him on his travels, or send him alone on
commercial missions, until Yaqut visited many Islamic cities, then his
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master freed him and kept him away from work, so he worked copying
books for a while, then returned to his master’s service, and traveled with
his trade. Once again, when he returned from there, he found that he had
died, so he took his share of his trade, which enabled him to trade on his
own account, and he began to move between countries with his new
trade, visiting the cities of Iraq, the Levant, Turkey, Iran, and Iraq.

Al-Hamawi arranges the cities and countries in this book on the basis of
alphabetical order, and gives a historical overview of each city, an
overview of its location, the castles and ports in it, and an overview of its
residents, especially the famous ones. It is one of the important sources
on which the study relied on the geographical aspect.

Keywords: cultural aspects, social aspects, countries’ dictionary book,
economic aspects, production sectors.
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